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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-18 are presented for examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 8/5/04, and 8/22/05 
have been considered by the examiner. Forms 1449 have been signed and returned 
with this office action. 

Drawings 

The drawings were received on 4/14/04. These drawings are acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Koller et al. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,009,542. 



As per claims 1 , 7, and 13 Koller et al. teach the claimed apparatus method and 
computer instructions for determining a desired location in the nonvolatile memory for 
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storing a data block; inserting an address value in the data block, wherein the address 
value identifies the desired location; prior to performing an operation that stores the data 
block to the nonvolatile memory, verifying that the address value contained within the 
data block correctly identifies the location in the nonvolatile memory into which the 
operation is going to store the data block; and performing the operation to store the data 
block to the nonvolatile memory only if the address value contained within the data 
block correctly identifies the desired location in the nonvolatile memory into which the 
operation is going to store the data block. (Column 1 line 59 through column 2 line 12, 
Figure 4, column 8 lines 36-47) 

As per claims 2, 8, and 14, Koller et al. teach after storing the data block to the 
nonvolatile memory, reading the data block from a location in the nonvolatile memory; 
and determining, based upon the address value contained within the data block, 
whether the data block was read from the desired location in the nonvolatile memory, 
(figure 4, column 3 line 52 through column 4 line 8) 

As per claims 3, 9, and 15, Koller et al. teach the step of determining, based 
upon the address value contained within the data block, whether the data block was 
read from the desired location in the nonvolatile memory includes comparing at least a 
portion of the address value contained within the data block with data that indicates the 
location in the nonvolatile memory from which the data block was read, (figure 4, 
column 3 line 52 through column 4 line 8) 
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As per claims 4, 10, and 16, Koller et al. teach maintaining a mapping that 
identifies a specific location in the nonvolatile memory into which the data block is to be 
stored, (column 5 lines 44-62) 

As per claims 5, 1 1 , and 17 Koller et al. teach the step of determining a location 
in the nonvolatile memory includes determining a plurality of locations in the nonvolatile 
memory for storing the data block; the step of inserting an address value in the data 
block includes inserting a plurality of address values in the data block, wherein the 
plurality of address values identify multiple locations in the nonvolatile memory into 
which the data block is to be stored; and the step of storing the data block to the 
nonvolatile memory includes storing the data block into each of the multiple locations in 
the nonvolatile memory only after verifying that the plurality of address values includes 
an address value that correctly identifies the location in the nonvolatile memory into 
which the data block is to be stored. (Column 4 lines 9-23) 

As per claims 6, 12, and 18, verifying that the address value contained within the 
data block correctly identifies the location in the nonvolatile memory into which the 
operation is going to store the data block is performed by a storage device, and the step 
of performing the operation to store the data block to the nonvolatile memory only if the 
address value contained within the data block correctly identifies the desired location in 
the nonvolatile memory into which the operation is going to store the data block is 
performed by the storage device. (Column 8 lines 36-47) 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



CH 667543 A Data communication for processing network - using stored 
table in communication unit for each node defining data segment storage location 

October 14, 1988 ASCHMANN, HANS-RUDOLF Switzerland 

This patent teaches data segments transferred between the spaced data 
processor nodes. Each of these has a read/write store for holding the data segments 
and a communication unit connected to an external data channel. Each communication 
unit has a memory holding a table which identifies the base address and size of 
the data segments in the read/write store for location of the data segments to be 
transmitted and for direct insertion of the received data in the correct location of the 
read/write store. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cynthia Britt whose telephone number is 571-272-3815. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on 571-272-3819. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




uynthia Britt 
Examiner 
Art Unit 21 38 



